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Happy to be back! 

I don’t know which is better….watching the children as they see each other on the first day back 

after the Christmas break with all of the excitement of seeing their friends again……. 

OR   watching our teachers as they see the excitement in the children when they re-enter their 

classrooms, see their friends, and look so happy to be back in their familiar environment. 

 PLAY builds social relationships. 

 

 

 

 



 

PLAY builds social relationships. 

 

 

 

PLAY adds the balance we need to live happier and healthier lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

….even  JOE  is happy to see that 

school is back in session!  

 

 

PLAY allows children to make things "less scary".  

They work out their tensions, fears, 

emotions and concerns through 

PLAY. 

PLAY  rejuvenates. 



 Dates to Mark on Your Calendar: 

January 16     No School    (MLK, Jr. Day)  

February 20    No  School  (President’s Day)  

March 12 – 16     ~~ Spring Break~~ 

April 6          No School (Good Friday) 

April 9          No School  (Easter Monday) 

*April 14                  International Dinner “Children Mean the World to Me” Fundraising Event for the ELC 

May 25              Last Day of Classes 

June 4 – 8       Summer Fun Camp 

June 11 – 15   Summer Fun Camp 

*This is a change in the previous date in February.  Be sure to mark this change on your calendar! 

**************************************************************************** 

Kindergarten’s ….”I Have a Dream” 

I have a dream that there are more trees.                      Molly 

I have a dream that there are dragons.    Luke 

I have a dream that my friends are nice.    Eli 

I have a dream that I am playing with my father.   Kyle 

I have a dream that people would understand things better.        William 

I have a dream that there are pirates.    Aaron 

I have a dream that the world was bigger.   Markus 

I have a dream that no one would litter.    Malcolm 

I have a dream that my dad would be safe.   Will 

I have a dream that there are knights.    Jack C. 

I have a dream that people were peaceful.   Matthias 

I have a dream that there were no allergies.   Jack L. 

I have a dream that the world was nice.    Ross 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLAY……..Sometimes in groups….. 

Through PLAY, children LEARN to communicate, share, 

cooperate, negotiate and respect the rights of others. 

                                                                                             Sometimes by yourself………… 

                                                                                                                   

 

                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

Sometimes with someone watching…..…….. 

 

PLAY encourages responsible risk-taking. 

 Children can think on their own. They will try new things in the nonthreatening environment of PLAY. 

 
 



SCHOOL NEWS 
 

¶  BoxTops for Education:  Thanks to everyone for bringing in your BoxTops last 

semester.   You earned a total of $183 for St. Thomas so far!  Please keep cutting them 
and sending them to your childôs classroom.  

 
Another great BoxTops opportunity is being sponsored by HEB from January 18 - January 31.  If you 
have any questions, contact Hilary Guillen at guillenmom@verizon.net or 693-0822 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
What is it about St. Thomas Early Learning Center …….   that keeps 
them coming back?    I was touched this morning as a former parent, Janda Noffsker, 

came in to the school office to buy 3 St. Thomas ELC  t - shirts!  They are for a T-Shirt Quilt  
for her daughter, Tia Noffsker, who is a graduating senior this year. 

ñThe quilt wouldnôt be complete without 

a  square  from St. Thomas ELC!ò 

 

At right is Janda Noffsker, taking a 

moment to visit JinSoon Sagong, one 

of her daughterôs former teachers 

in Pre-K.  Janda said, ñThe friends Tia 

had at St. Thomas are still her closest ones.ò 

 

 

From the Office:      Please take a moment and go back to the top of this NEWSLETTER and read   

the words about PLAY.    You will see pictures of children learning through PLAY, and thatôs 

what I think ñkeeps them coming backò through the years.  Parents understand the value of St. 

Thomas Early Learning Center in the character development of these young childrenôs livesé.          

PS. Donôt forget to send me the email addresses of Grandparents & Friends who would like to receive these 

NEWSLETTERS to keep up with whatôs happening with their grandchildren.               mskow@stthomaselc.org    

   ~~    Thanks for reading, and thank you for sharing your children with us.      Mary Skow   ~~~                                                                                                                                                       
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